






A LETTER FROM THE EDITORIAL STAFF 

W 
ELCOME TO THE FIRST ISSUE OF THE 

North Carolina Prison News Today 

(NCPNT ), a publication operated 

by incarcerated people in partnership with 

the Department of Adult Correction, and Nash 

Correctional Institution. 

From its inception, the founders of the 

NCPNT envisioned a publication that would 

amplify the voices of incarcerated people across 

the state. This means that any incarcerated per

son can submit an article for publication in 

NCPNT. Each subsequent issue will feature ar

ticles by you and for you. 

WHATWEWANT 

NCPNT wants to publish true journalism. 

Submissions can be about functions happening 

at the prison where you are housed, changes 

in the law or policy that are important to the 

prison population, sports, notable accomplish

ments, events, or information about new pro

grams or a graduation. 

Submissions should be 600-800 words for 

program features, I 00-200 words for event 

briefs. Longer submissions will not be consid

ered. 

WHAT WE DO NOT WANT 

NCPNT will not accept first-person essays. 

Do not write us because your favorite show isn't 

on TY, because you lost your third habeas cor

pus petition, or because medical won't give you 

the fancy boots they gave someone else. Don't 

put yourself in the article. Write about topics 

that affect us all. 

We will not publish pieces that are defamato

ry to government officials or other incarcerated 

people. We will not publish descriptions of vi

olence or sexual situations. Also, no profanity. 

Submission of an article does not guarantee 

publication. The NCPNT editorial staff reserves 

the right to publish or not based on topic, tone, 

information, and the writing. All pieces will be 

edited. 

When you submit an article, make sure to 

include your name, OPUS number, and loca

tion. We will let you know if your piece will be 

published. 

Sounds simple? It isn't. 

Submissions to the NCPNT should follow 

the basic journalism format. We recognize that 

most incarcerated people may not be familiar 

with the structure of an article, so we provide 

an example here. Articles that follow this format 

will have a higher chance of publication and will 

require less structural editing. So, pay attention. 
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BASIC STRUCTURE OF AN ARTICLE 

Reported pieces have five main components: Lede, Nut Graf, History, Reporting, and a Con
clusion. 

• LEDE (also known as Lead): A straight forward description of who, what, why, when,
and where as the opening sentence or paragraph. Purpose: To immediately draw the
reader in.

• NuT GRAF: A nut graf is a paragraph that explains the point of your article, like a the
sis. It explains why the topic is important by offering specific information establishing
what the story is about. Imagine a reader asking you, "Why should I care about this?"
The nut graf tells the reader why they should invest their time and effort into reading
the story.

• HISTORY: This section details the history of the article's topic to give background and
context.

• REPORTING: This section lays out the facts, statistics, and interviews in an informative
way to prove your point.

• CONCLUSION: You want to leave a lasting impression by wrapping things up in a way
that will stick with the reader. Sometimes a powerful quote from an interviewee is good
here. Also, it is best to tie the conclusion to the lede, as if to say, "I proved my point."

CITATIONS 

When quoting a person or periodical, direct quotes must be set off with quotation marks. 
Also, you must credit who said the quote or what publication it came from. 

• Ex. "That's right! I did it!" John Doe said.

• Ex. Roget's Dictionary defines doll as "a small toy representing a human being."

Information from published periodicals (books, magazines, newspapers, etc.) must be cited 
for fact checking. This means that we must verify all information in your piece to make sure 
it is factual, not an opinion. Also, using someone else's published work without giving them 
credit is plagiarism. We cannot publish plagiarized work. 

To cite your sources, use the following format in a list at the conclusion of your article. 

• Ex. Author name (first and last), Date of publication, "Title of Article," Publication
name (or book title), Page number (if available).

• Ex. Jack Jones, August 21, 1971, "Understanding the Prison Context," USA Today,
page number not available.

If we cannot verify the authenticity of the information in your submission, we cannot publish 
it.NCPNT 

HOW TO SUBMIT ARTICLES 
• For poetry, recipes, and letters to the editor, use the app on Edovo.

• For longer form articles or short stories - between 300-800 words - you may submit
your writing to the facility liaison (see page 36). The liaisons will only accept 10 articles
per month. Articles must be no longer than 800 words and must be submitted to your
liaison by the 20th day of the month. Any articles longer than 800 words will not be ac
cepted. If you don't meet the deadline or the liaison has reached the 10 article limit, you
will need to wait until the next month.












































































